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GKNTLKMEN, 

1 beg  tn  present  my  report  for  the  years  1954  to  1957. 

SECTION  A 
1.  Statistics  of  the  Area 


Area  (in  acres) 

, , , 

, , 

1,096 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 

4,220 

No  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  en 

d of  1957 

according 

to 

the  rate  books 

> • , 

, # 

1,634 

Rateable  Value 

, , | 

, , 

...  £52,495 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate 

• • 

£220 

2.  Vital  Statistics 
(a)  Live  Births 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Male  40 

40 

48 

47 

Female  44 

36 

43 

40 

Total  84 

76 

91 

87 

Births  illegitimate 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Male  — 

2 

1 

— 

Female  1 

— 

3 

4 

Total  1 

2 

4 

4 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

21 

19 

23 

22 

Live  Birth  rate  for  England 

and  Wales 

in  1957  was  16.1 

(b)  Still  Births 

No  record  was  submitted  during 

the  years 

1954,  1955, 

1956  and  1957. 

(c)  Deaths 

1 Death  Rate 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Male  26 

19 

35 

30 

Female  36 

27 

36 

29 

Total  62 

46 

71 

59 

Average  age 

of  death  70 

71 

68 

70 
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Death  Rate  per 

1 ,000  of  population 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

15 

1 1 

18 

15 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 Infantile  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  infants  nuclei  1 year  of  age) 


These  were  neo-n; 

ital  deaths  clue  to 

some  , 

abnorm 

ality. 

1954 

1955 

1 956 

1 

957 

1 

— 

4 

4 

4 Causes  of  death 

as  follows: — 

1 

1954 

1 955 

1956 

1957 

Cardio  Vascular 

Males 

17 

13 

15 

17 

Females 

24 

19 

25 

16 

Total 

41 

32 

40 

33 

Central  Nervous 

Males 

— 

— 

— 

— 

System 

Females 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Respiratory 

Males 

2 

3 

6 

2 

Diseases 

Females 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Total 

3 

3 

7 

4 

Accident 

Males 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Females 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Other  diseases 

Males 

— 

— 

9 

7 

than  Cancer 

Females 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Total 

2 

1 

1 1 

9 

Cancer 

Breast 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Bowel 

4 

1 

2 

0 

Stomach 

5 

1 

4 

4 

Oesophagus 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Lung 

— 

3 

1 

1 

Other  Sites 

3 

4 

4 

4 

Total 

14 

10 

12 

13 

6 


5 Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases 

1954  19.55  1956  1957 

Measles  — — — — 

Whooping  Cough  — — — — 

Seal  let  Fever  — — — — 

Enteric  Fever  — — — — 

Diarrhoea  — — — — 

SECTION  B 

3.  General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  area 

(a)  Nursing  Service 

This  is  carried  out  by  a District  Nurse  who  is  employed 
by  the  Devon  County  Council. 

(b)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

A Health  Visitor  is  assigned  to  this  District. 

(c)  Midwifery 

The  District  Nurse  attends  home  confinements  and  Home 
Helps  provided  by  the  Devon  County  Council  are  avail- 
able if  the  circumstances  warrant  it.  Should  home  con- 
ditions be  unsuitable  for  a confinement  arrangements  are 
made  for  the  mother  to  go  to  Redhills  Hospital,  Exeter. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres,  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare 

This  is  now  held  weekly  at  Newcombes.  Total  atten- 
dances were  as  follows 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Mothers 

1919 

1983 

2093 

2161 

Child  ren 

2138 

2214 

2602 

2190 

Total 

4057 

4197 

4695 

4351 

A large  number  of  vaccinations  and  diphtheria  immuni- 
sations are  carried  out  in  this  clinic.  Attention  is  again 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  it  is  very  essential  that  immuni- 
sation against  diphtheria  should  be  carried  out.  This 
should  be  given  at  the  age  of  eight  months  and  consists 
of  a course  of  two  injections  given  atone  month  intervals. 
The  protection  thus  provided  should  be  maintained  by  a 
further  injection  at  five  years  of  age  when  children  are 
ready  to  start  school. 

(e)  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases 

There  are  no  centres  in  Crediton  for  these  diseases. 
Cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  seen  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
at  “ Ivybank,"  Exeter,  and  he  decides  whether  they  are 
nursed  at  home  or  sent  to  Hawkmoor  Sanatorium. 
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(f)  Infectious  Diseases 

These  are  nursed  at  home  and  if  the  Doctoi  in  attendance 
considers  they  should  be  transferred  to  hospital  they  are 
removed  to  Whipton  Isolation  Hospital. 

(g)  Ambulances 

The  Ambulance  service  for  Crediton  and  District  is  now 
administered  by  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Devon 
County  Council  and  is  staffed  and  run  by  the  Crediton 
Branch  of  the  Red  Cross. 

(h)  Laboratory  Work 

Where  investigations  are  of  a public  health  nature  e.g. 
throat  swabs,  sputum,  blood  for  typhoid,  public  water 
supplies  etc.,  these  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  7 Dix’s  Field,  Exeter,  as  part  of  the  National 
Health  Service.  All  other  investigations  are  carried  out 
in  the  Pathology  Department  of  the  Royal  Devon  & 
Exeter  Hospital. 

SECTION  C 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 
1 Water  Supply 

The  town  has  four  sources  from  which  waler  can  be 
obtained  namely  : — 

1 Adit  at  Walson. 

2 Borehole  at  Uton. 

3 Borehole  at  George  Hill. 

4 Boiehole  at  Newcombes  Meadow. 

The  boreholes  at  George  Hill  and  Newcombes  Meadow 
are  notin  regular  use  but  they  are  available  in  an  emer- 
gency. The  daily  water  consumption  in  the  district  is 
approximately  200,000  gallons  per  day.  Since  the  Wal- 
son supply  was  metered  in  1956  the  maximum  daily  How 
from  that  source  has  been  approximately  125,000  gallons 
and  the  minimum  approximately  93,000  gallons.  The 
balance  required  is  obtained  from  the  Uton  Borehole, 
this  water  supplying  the  Stoneypark,  Alexandra  Road  and 
George  Hill  reservoirs.  It  is  unfortunate  that  water  has 
to  be  pumped  from  Alexandra  Road  to  George  Hill  be- 
cause the  latter  is  the  Council’s  largest  reservoir  and  if 
the  Uton  water  could  be  pumped  direct  a considerable 
improvement  in  the  distribution  system  would  result. 
The  insufficient  storage  capacity  at  Stoneypark  and 
Alexandra  Road  would  no  longer  be  a matter  for  concern 
and  in  addition  the  pump  at  Alexandra  Road  could  be 
dispensed  with. 
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Analyses  of  samples  from  the  Walson  Adit  supply 
indicate  that  gross  bacterial  contamination  still  occurs 
during  periods  of  heavy  rainfall.  It  seems  certain  that 
surface  water  is  responsible  for  this  contamination  and 
attempts  to  eliminate  have  proved  unsuccessful.  How- 
ever the  supply  is  chlorinated  and  daily  tests  are  made  in 
the  town  to  ensure  that  free  chlorine  is  available. 

With  the  exception  of  one  or  two  outlying  properties 
which  could  be  supplied  if  the  need  arose  all  the  dwelling 
houses  within  the  Urban  District  are  supplied  from  the 
Council’s  mains  and  this  together  with  the  fact  that 
supplies  of  water  are  adequate  and  likely  to  be  so  for 
some  considerable  time  is  very  gratifying. 

2 Drainage  and  Sewerage 

There  is  still  occssional  Hooding  mainly  in  the  East 
Street  area  during  exceptionally  heavy  rainstorms.  As  I 
have  previously  reported  this  would  be  eliminated  by  the 
construction  of  a relief  sewer  from  the  Fountain  Corner 
in  East  Street  to  Lords  Meadow.  This  would  in  effect 
be  taking  out  from  the  existing  main  sewer  not  only  East 
Street  and  much  of  Mill  Street  but  Charlotte  Street, 
Park  Road,  part  of  Park  Street  and  all  the  new  Council 
housing  estates  at  Barnheld,  Spruce  Park,  Butt  Parks  and 
Winswood.  The  effect  of  doing  so  would  of  course  be 
felt  in  other  parts  of  the  town  as  the  load  on  the  town’s 
main  sewer  would  be  considerably  reduced. 

Again  it  is  unfortunately  still  necessary  to  report  that 
Exeter  Road  and  Fordton  are  without  a proper  sewerage 
system.  The  crude  sewage  is  still  discharged  into  the 
mill  leats  which  are  no  longer  maintained  as  they  were 
prior  to  the  second  world  war  and  are  becoming  over- 
grown and  their  banks  inadequate  to  retain  water.  The 
result  is  that  what  had  always  been  a public  health 
nuisance  is  now  seriously  aggravated  and  the  scheme 
which  has  been  prepared  for  sewering  the  Fordton  area 
should  be  implemented  without  delay. 

In  my  last  report  I also  referred  to  the  increasing 
difficulty  of  disposing  of  the  sludge  from  the  sedimenta- 
tion tanks  at  Lords  Meadow.  The  scheme  which  your 
Consulting  Engineers  have  prepared  for  improvements  at 
these  works  includes  the  construction  of  new  sludge  dry- 
ing beds  and  percolating  filters.  The  need  for  sludge 
drying  beds  is  urgent  as  the  present  method  of  disposal  is 
most  unsatisfactory.  Sludge  and  sludge  licquor  should  at 
all  costs  be  prevented  from  gaining  access  to  the  river. 
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It  will  be  recalled  that  in  1956  following  a Ministry 
Inquiry  the  Council  were  authorised  to  proceed  with  their 
Fordton  sewerage  scheme  and  also  modified  improve- 
ments at  Lords  Meadow  which  mainly  consisted  of  sludge 
drying  beds:  it  was  also  suggested  that  better  use  be 
made  of  the* land  for  the  purpose  of  filtration.  It  is  most 
essential  that  this  scheme  should  be  carried  out. 

3 Public  Cleansing  and  Refuse  Disposal 

House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  arid  disposed  of  on  the 
Council’s  Punchbowl  tip.  Difficulty  is  experienced  in 
obtaining  adequate  cover  for  the  refuse:  a wire  screen 
should  be  erected  to  prevent  paper  blowing  on  to  the 
highway  and  adjoining  properties. 

4 Inspections  made  for  the  Enforcement  of  the  Build- 


ing  Byelaws 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Foundations 

20 

45 

30 

64 

Over  site  concrete 

14 

42 

30 

56 

Damp-proof  course 

14 

42 

30 

56 

Drain  tests 

40 

60 

50 

80 

Routine 

21 

60 

40 

50 

Completion 

14 

40 

27 

54 

Total 

123 

289 

207 

360 

5 Moveable  Dwellings 

There  are  three  licensed  sites  within  your  area. 

1 Orchard  behind  “Glencreedy,”  Mill  Street. 

There  are  three  caravans  on  this  site  used  as  dwell- 
ings and  the  approval  given  under  the  Town  & 
Country  Planning  Act,  1947  has  to  be  renewed 
yearly. 

2 The  Old  Fairground,  Mill  Street. 

This  had  an  existing  use  for  caravans  when  the 
Town  & Country  Planning  Act,  1947  came  into 
force.  It  is  still  used  during  the  winter  months  by 
people  engaged  in  the  fairground  business.  There 
is  also  one  caravan  sited  there  permanently  and 
used  as  a dwelling. 

3 Land  at  the  rear  of  No.  36  High  Street. 

This  site  is  licensed  for  three  caravans  but  very 
little  use  is  made  of  it. 
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No  serious  nuisances  have  occuned  al  the  above  sites 
during  the  period  under  review  but  the  use  of  a caravan 
as  a substitute  for  a dwelling  house  can  only  be  depre- 
cated. 

6 Schools 

The  water  supplies  to  and  the  sanitary  conditions  at  the 
schools  are  satisfactory. 

An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  at  the  Crediton  High  School 
for  Girls  in  May,  1954  was  investigated  when  approxi- 
mately 100  pupils  and  staff  had  suffered  from  diarrhoea 
and  sickness.  The  common  factor  was  the  mid-day  meal 
and  an  organism  commonly  associated  with  outbreaks  of 
food  poisoning,  clostridum  welchii,  was  isolated  in  large 
numbers  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  from  a sample 
of  stew  served  at  the  meal.  There  seems  little  doubt  that 
the  outbreak  would  have  been  avoided  if  meat  originally 
ordered  as  roasting  beef  had  not  been  reheated  three 
times. 

A substantial  proportion  of  food  poisoning  outbreaks  are 
due  to  reheated  “made  over”  or  warmed  up  dishes  and  it  is 
essential  if  these  outbreaks  are  to  be  avoided  to  ensure 
that  non-sterile  perishable  foods  are  not  allowed  to 
remain  in  warm  rooms  for  lengthy  periods  and  it  should 
be  appreciated  that  inadequate  cooking  may  add  to  the 
danger  of  food  poisoning. 

7 Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(a)  Milk  Samples 

Particulars  of  samples  of  milk  taken: — 

No.  of  samples  taken  1954  1955  1956  1957 

Graded  3 4 — - — 

Ungraded  — 2 — — 

Three  of  the  above  samples  were  unsatisfactory  having 


failed  to  satisfy 
made  at  dairies 

Ice  Cream 

methylene 

concerned. 

1954 

blue  test.  Investigations 

1955 

Grade  1 

— 

5 

Grade  2 

1 

1 

Grade  3 

— 

— 

Grade  4 

2 

1 

Three  of  the  above  gave  very  unsatisfactory  results  at  the 
laboratory.  The  Public  Health  Department  at  Exeter 
was  informed  as  the  ice  cream  was  manufactured  within 
their  area. 
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(c)  Unsound  Foods 

The  amount  of  food  surrendered  ns  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption was  as  follows: — 

1954  1955  1956  1957 

No.  of  Tins  and  Jars  146  41  77  161 

Other  Foods 

1954  1955  1956  1957 

Ham  15lbs.  12ozs.  621b.  5ozs.  — — 

Fish  * — 5st.  1 1 lbs.  l5ozs.  — 

Milk  Puddings  — — 2lbs.  4ozs.  — 

Golden  Puddings  — — 2lbs.  4ozs.  — 

Bun  Puddings  — — 21bs.  4ozs. 

Meat 


Centralised  slaughtering  which  had  taken  place  since 
1940  ended  in  1954  and  one  slaughterhouse  within  the 
Urban  District  was  licensed.  There  has  been  a 100% 
inspection  of  animals  killed  and  this  has  meant  visits  to 
the  slaughterhouse  on  three  days  a week,  mainly  out  of 
normal  working  hours. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or 
in  pait  were  as  follows: — 

1954  (part) 


Cattle 

No.  Killed  46 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  Carcases 
condemned  Nil 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  7 


Calves 

10 


Nil 


Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  Carcases 

condemned  Nil  Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  2 — 


Lambs 

51 


Nil 

8 


Nil 


Pigs 

75 


Nil 

3 


Nil 


No  cases  of  Cysticercosis  were  discovered. 

1955 

Cattle  Calves  Lambs  Pigs 
No.  Killed  103  11  139  151 
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All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  Carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  Carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 


Nil  Nil  Nil 

13  2 — 

Nil  Nil  Nil 

5 — — 


No  cases  of  Cysticercosis  were  discovered. 


1956 


Cattle 

Calves 

No.  Killed 

173 

3 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  Carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Cai cases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

15 

Lambs 

178 


Nil 


Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  Carcases 

condemned  Nil  Nil 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  2 


No, cases  of  Cysticercosis  were  discovered. 

1957 


Nil 


Cattle  Calves 

No.  Killed  245  6 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  Carcases 

condemned  Nil  Nil 


Lambs 

132 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 

9 


Pigs 

149 


Nil 


Nil 


8 


Pigs 

206 


Nil 


13 


12 


2 


Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  Carcases 
condemned  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  7 — — 3 

No  cases  of  Cysticercosis  were  discovered. 

8 Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Complaints  of  infestation  by  rats  and  mice  are  investi- 
gated and  where  necessary  treatments  are  carried  out  by 
one  of  the  Council’s  workmen  w ho  has  been  trained  in 
rodent  control.  Routine  treatments  are  carried  out  in 
the  Council’s  sewerage  system,  at  the  sewage  disposal 
works  and  the  refuse  tip. 


Housing 


SECTION  D 


The  following  are  the  number  of  new  houses  completed : — 


1954 

Local  Authority  4 

Private  Enterprise  10 


1955  1956  1957 

32  14  43 

8 13  11 


At  the  end  of  1957  great  progress  had  been  made  to- 
wards the  completion  of  the  Butt  Parks  housing  estate  of 
112  houses.  These  should  in  fact  be  finished  by  the  end 
of  1958.  This  is  of  course  the  last  of  the  Council's  sites 
in  this  area  in  which  there  will  be  a total  of  270  houses, 
232  of  which  have  been  built  since  1946. 

The  years  under  review'  saw  a significant  change  in  the 
housing  situation  in  your  District' when  in  1954  it  became 
apparent  that  the  immediate  post  war  demand  for  houses 
had  been  largely  satisfied.  Although  the  Council’s  list  of 
housing  applicants  was  still  lengthy  some  of  the  applicants 
were  already  reasonably  well  housed  and  many  were 
applying  because  of  the  defective  condition  of  their  exist- 
ing house.  There  was  an  obvious  need  to  deal  with  unfit 
houses  and  changes  in  Government  policy  were  directed 
to  this  end.  The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 
focussed  attention  on  slum  clearance  and  local  authorities 
were  instructed  to  submit  slum  clearance  proposals  for 
the  Minister’s  approval. 
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A superficial  inspection  of  C red i ton  soon  reveals  that 
there  is  a serious  housing  problem.  The  Town  was 
built  in  a narrow  valley  and  considerable  ingenuity  must 
have  been  exercised  in  order  to  avoid  building  on  the 
steeper  ground  on  each  side  of  the  valley.  The  result 
was  intense  congestion  and  bad  arrangement  affecting 
large  numbers  of  dwelling  houses  which  as  a result  were 
ill-lit  and  badly  ventilated.  These  are  of  course  the  con- 
ditions which  are  more  often  associated  with  industrial 
towns  in  the  north  of  England. 

The  serious  tires  which  have  affected  the  town  in  pre- 
vious centuries  must  have  also  had  their  effect  on  the 
housing  conditions  in  the  town  as  one  can  visualise  that 
following  these  fires  houses  would  be  erected  rapidly  and 
minimum  standards  of  construction  would  tend  to  prevail. 

Another  problem  peculiar  to  the  locality  is  that  cob 
was  the  most  common  building  material  used  and 
although  this  building  material  has  certain  estimable 
virtues  it  lacks  the  stability  of  good  brickwork  partic- 
ularly if  it  is  allowed  to  become  wet.  This  has  in  fact 
increasingly  occurred  since  the  cost  of  building  repairs  has 
risen  and  housing  maintenance  has  been  neglected. 
Thus  with  many  of  these  old  cob  houses  there  is  an  ever 
increasing  danger  of  partial  collapse  with  the  possibility 
of  occupiers  being  seriously  injured  or  even  killed. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  full  extent  of  the  problem  a 
housing  survey  was  carried  out  in  the  town  in  1955. 
Approximately  588  houses  were  inspected  in  detail  out  of 
a total  of  1400  in  the  town.  These  houses  were  graded 
in  three  categories  and  also  the  details  of  amenities  and 
sanitary  accommodation  available  were  tabulated.  Class 
1 covered  houses  which  were  considered  fit  although 
they  might  lack  such  amenities  as  a bathroom  or  a hot 
water  supply.  Class  2 included  houses  which  had  one 
or  more  serious  defects  but  which  it  was  considered 
could  be  remedied.  Class  3 covered  the  totally  unfit 
houses  which  were  scheduled  for  demolition  when  cir- 
cumstances permitted.  The  number  of  houses  placed  in 
each  category  was  as  follows: — 

Class  1 88 

Class  2 285 

Class  3 215 

588 

Further  information  revealed  by  the  survey  was  as 
follows- — 
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Houses  with  no  water  supply  in  doors 


143 

150 

464 

443 

199 

494 

97 

72 


,,  ,,  sink 

,,  ,,  fixed  bath 

,,  ,,  hot  water  supply 


,,  „ clothes  washing  facilities 

,,  ,,  ventilated  larder 


,,  separate  W.C. 


Closets  without  flushing  cisterns 

Houses  with  external  closet  not  readily 
available 


160 


It  will  be  seen  that  at  the  time  of  survey  there  were 
nearly  500  houses  in  the  town  without  bathrooms  or 
indeed  a fixed  bath  at  all,  hot  water  supplies  and  proper 
facilities  for  food  storage. 

The  Ministry  having  asked  for  details  of  the  Council's 
slum  clearance  programme,  figures  based  on  the  survey 
were  submitted,  The  Minister  was  informed  that  it  was 
estimated  that  200  houses  were  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion and  that  the}^  were  only  suitable  for  demolition. 
Following  this  in  1956  five  Clearance  Orders  were  made 
comprising  35  houses  and  these  were  subsequently  con- 
firmed by  the  Minister.  A Compulsory  Purchase  Order 
was  also  made  in  respect  of  a congested  area  known  as 
Stanbury  Court  and  comprising  10  dwelling  houses. 
This  area  with  additional  land  was  to  be  redeveloped 
with  one  bedroom  flats,  the  housing  survey  having  shown 
that  there  was  a great  need  for  this  type  of  accommoda- 
tion. Nearly  half  the  people  residing  in  houses  scheduled 
as  totally  unfit  could  be  rehoused  in  one  bedroom  flats 
and  it  was  estimated  at  the  time  of  the  survey  that  there 
was  a need  for  approximately  100  of  this  type  of  accom- 
modation. I consider  that  this  figure  is  still  reasonable 
and  efforts  should  be  made  to  find  sites  for  and  build  the 
required  number  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  1957  a further  1 1 Clearance  Orders  were  made  com- 
prising 56  houses  and  these  again  were  subsequently  con- 
firmed by  the  Minister.  It  had  become  obvious  that 
further  Clearance  Orders  would  have  to  be  made  in  order 
that  the  Butt  Parks  housing  site  which  was  being 
developed  for  1 10  houses  could  be  utilised  for  Slum 
Clearance  purposes  and  the  Slum  Clearance  subsidy 
obtained.  In  1956  the  subsidy  which  had  been  paid  on 
all  houses  erected  was  abolished  and  subsequently  no 
subsidy  was  payable  on  houses  built  for  general  needs. 
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The  administrative  work  involved  in  the  preparation  of 
Clearance  Orders  made  in  1956  and  1957  placed  a con- 
siderable burden  on  the  Surveyor’s  department.  The 
main  problem  however  in  implementing  the  Clearance 
Orders  has  been  and  still  is  to  rehouse  those  living  in  the 
areas  affected.  It  is  not  always  the  case  that  those  living 
in  this  type  of  house  are  devoted  to  them  but  there  are 
some  who  are  reluctant  to  leave  if  only  because  they  are 
enjoying  the  benefit  of  a low  rent.  This  is  of  course 
usually  the  chief  advantage  of  living  in  the  so  called  slum 
house.  On  the  whole  however  by  far  the  greater  major- 
ity of  the  people  who  are  affected  have  accepted  the 
need  for  new  houses  and  most  of  them  welcome  it.  I 
consider  too  that  responsible  public  opinion  in  the  town  is 
appreciative  of  the  Council’s  efforts  in  this  direction.  At 
the  end  of  1957  out  of  a total  of  some  90  occupied  houses 
dealt  with  the  occupiers  of  40  had  been  rehoused. 

Also  in  1957  it  was  considered  that  the  35  Newcombes 
flats,  hutted  accommodation  in  temporary  use  since  1946, 
should  be  closed  and  they  were  dealt  with  as  individually 
unfit  houses  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  most  of  the  occupants  will  be  rehoused  at  Butt 
Parks. 

The  immediate  housing  need  is  the  building  of  more 
one  bedroom  flats  for  older  people.  They  are  needed 
not  only  for  rehousing  from  Clearance  Areas  but  also  for 
rehousing  those  living  in  existing  Council  houses  who  no 
longer  need  two  or  more  bedrooms. 

I would  also  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  need  for  the 
consideration  of  the  possibility  of  the  redevelopment  of 
certain  areas  in  the  town.  These  are  congested  and 
many  of  the  houses  already  are  in  Clearance  Areas  or 
are  scheduled  for  inclusion.  Much  of  the  remaining  pro- 
perty is  sub-standard  in  varying  degrees.  Is  is  appreci- 
ated that  there  may  be  financial  obstacles  but  at  least  the 
Council  should  review  the  problem. 

SECTION  E 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

1954  1955  1956  1957 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  — — — — 

Smallpox  — — — — 

Diphtheria  — — — — 

Enteric  Group  — — — — 
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New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis 

1954  1955  1956  1957 

5 2 2 2 


July,  1958. 


1 ;im, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

N.  F.  SAWERS,  m.oh. 
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